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The Reconstruction Amendmenis

Three amendments to the U.S. Constitution were ratified during the Reconstruction years.
Here are their major provisions.

Amendment X!l

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

I

, Amendment XIV

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state whereinthey reside. No State shall
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the priviieges or immunities of
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person

citizens of the
process of law; nor deny to any person within its juris

of life, liberty, or property, without due
diction the equal protection of the laws.

Amendment XV

"Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude. '

Directions: Answer these questions about the amendments.

“Thirteenth Amendment
1.- a. What is the basic provision of the Thirteenth Amendment?

b. What does the Thirteenﬂl Amendment fail to provide for?

Fourteenth Amendment

9. a. What people are U.S. citizens, according to the Fourteenth Amendment?
b. What was the purpose of the statement of citizenship?
(continued)
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Black Codes _ )
L
After the slaves became free, southern states Passed laws to keep Z
blacks from real freedom. Here are some examples of these “black codes.” (\_

Mississippi Vagrant Act (1 865)

All freedmen, free Negroes, and mulattoes over the age of eighteen years, found with no
lawful employment or business, or found unlawfully assembling themselves together, either in
the day or night time . .. shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction thereof ¢hall be fined . . .

In case any freedman, free Negro or mulatto shall fail for five days after the imposition of any
fine . .. to pay the same, that it shall be . . . the duty of the sheriff . . . to hire out said freedman,
free Negro or mulatto, to any person who will, for the shortest period of service, pay said fine.

Louisiana Farm Labor Act (1865) .

Bad work shall not be allowed. Failing to obey reasonable orders, neglect of duty, and leav-
ing home without permission will be deemed disobedience; impudence, swearing, or indecent
language to or in the presence of the employer, his family, or agent, or quarreling and fighting
with one another, shall be deemed disobedience [and fined]. . .. Al difficulties arising between
uhe employers and laborers shall be settled by the former. o

Florida Act on Public Places (1'866)

If any Negro, mulatto, or other person of color shall intrude himself into any religious or
other public assembly of white persons, or into any raifroad car or other.public vehicle set aside
for the exclusive accommodation of white people, he shall be deemed to be guifty of a misde-
meanor, and upon conviction shall be sentenced to stand in the pillory for one hour, or be
whipped. '

Mississippi Apprentice Law {1865) _

It shall be the duty of all . . . civil officers .. .to report to the probate courts . . . all freedmen,
free Negroes, and mulattoes under the age of eighteen . . . who are orphans, or whose parent
or parents have not the means or who refuse to provide for and support said minors . . . the
clerk of said court [will] apprentice said minors to some competent and suitable person . . . the
former owner of said minors shall have the preference, '

(continued) @
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